LADY BIRD: LBJ’s I

PAG

SEX
& THE WAY
YOU SLEEP
The key to
marital success

FOUR
NAVY
TRAITORS | )

A touching

visit with
their shocked
families...

FAGEANT APRIL 1048

“YOU BETTER
GET THAT 5.0.B.
OFF THE AIR

OR ELSE..”

Why they

burned down
independent
radio station

BY STEVE SINGER

APRIL S0c

“MB

—

me

® Anybody out there know of a
radio station that operates out of a
trailer and a shack and sits on a
swamp littered with, among other
things, old shoes, empty cans of
root beer, and a Captain Marvel
comic book? Anyone ever hear of
a radio station with a duplex bath-
rosom? 1 he sink 1% on the Grst loor:
the more crucial piece of equip-
ment 15 on the second, On the door
is & sign in glitbering silver letters
proclaiming it the “Stairway to the
Stars.” The day the septic tank was
skl ledd, ||1g'rv|_'l:|1l.' l.f'l{"l.'iIII:I:IH; s
status  from “chemical type” (o
“subsurface sewage disposal” in the
eves of the Board of Health, the
management staged a ribbhon cut-
ting and got a member of the
County Board of ."i-|.||u'r'.'|mﬂ Eex Curt
the riblon,

About 30 miles north of New
York City, on Route 202 in New
York State's Rockland County, the
twin Dbwart transmitters of
WEREL (910 on your AM dial)
roWer above the weeds. It is on this
sipe that the unofficial eounty at-
tendance record was set for a single
event. On Independence Diay 14966,
approximately 12,000 souls de-
seended upon the swamp (referred
o on the air as “The Heart of
Downtown Mount Ivy™) 1o wish
the station, which was throwing a
party for itself, a happy secomnd
birthday, Rockland County has
clasped WEKL 1o its collective
hosorm -9 per cent of those who
listen to local radio hear at least
some of its sunrise-to-sunset broad-
casts, The rival station, WRRC
gets the other eight per cent, “'Oh-
viously, we |have dominated
WERERL says baldish 46-vear-ald
Albert Spiro, owner and founder of
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FOET THAT 80,8, OFF THE AIR OR ELSE"

WREL. Spiro is alw, by his own
admission, “technical director, con-
sulting engineer, program director,
aid salesman, and pooh-bah.”
WREL pgets [an mail from
Brooklyn. WRKL disc jockeys get
socks knitted for them and mailed
to them by listeners—one sock ag a
ume, WREL is alsa listened o
and loved by aggresive PTA
mothers in toreador pants and
breathy stenographers with false
eyelashes, by schoolicachers and
automobile mechanics; by Negro
laborers and pink-checked account
execs; by hawks and doves; by tral.
fic cops and existential phenomen-
ologists; by the saved and the
damned, All sy, with undersiand-
able varations in clocution and
symtax, "It makes you feel thae it's
your station.” But there are alio
STHE I[H.'-DFI: who do not feel this
wiy, There are those, for example,
who burned it down last July 22nd
A little less than four years ago
Albert Spiro resigned as radio én-
incer from WNEW-a job he had
eld for 20 years—ser up two house
trailers and a wooden shack, and
began 1o broadeast, He had $200 in
his pocket, a truly impressive list
of creditors, amnd a log of rubber
bands amd paper ¢ |i{.n to haold the
station together and keep it from
collapsing on wop of him, He had
two objectives: a profit for himself
and a voice on vital Bsues
The aims have proved 1o be emi-
menily u:ll:ni:lul:iLic_ “Everyone
thought I was a nut,” Spiro has
said, “and maybe | am. But 1 fel
that there was no reason a small
station couldn’t do a superb news
job and involve itself in the oom.
munity. The function of a station
is ta let the people speak.”™
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S0 Spiro hired some foll-time
newsmen, paid local housewives §5
per show, and gave extensive cover-
age o community affairs. He laced
his news and music shows with fre-
T“m editorial comment and six
tays a week presided over his Hat
Line program—which allows lis-
teners o call the station and say al-
most anything on their minds.

“Anything goes,” he avs quickly
and crisply, “except libel and dircy
words.” So far, Spiro has managed
1] i.i:f':l the airways as pure as Wesy
Virginia snow, E.- has mot been
quite so successful in preventing
libel suits—they are after him for
$400,M0—but he has not yet been
required to pay off on any,

ne Saturday mnight in  July
19657, shortly after the racial riots
in Mewark, New Jersey and some
lecal racial disturbances in nearby
Spring Valley and Nyack, New
York, the Mot Line, sccording to
a writer on Newnreek maganne,
overheated, Spire  had  invited
Megro civil rights leaders on the
program, which wsually runs from
noon till 1:30 pad, "o come down
and let the listencrs know what
kind of life the Negro really lives.”
Charles Young of the NAACP went

on the air and called for massive
economic aid o the Negro com.
munity but went on to dtl:lan- the
actions of the rioters. A white man
then called tosay that "they showld
be shot down in the streets like
doge.” Another said thar “welfare
makes Megroes fat and lary.”

At 145 William Scott, head of
the Rockland County Congress of
Racial Equalicy, walked into the
station and demanded o be put on
the air. The program had ended
a quarter of an hour earlier,

Vithin a few minutes Spiro had
el up a special program with Soot
and news director George Dacre.
{“We alien do that if we have an
unusually  controversial  issue”
Spiro savs, Other shows that have
run well over the normally alloued
time include one with a dope ad-
dict, one with a member of the
John Birch Sociedy, one with a
homosexual and a Catholic priess,
amd a press conference with Santa
Claus)

oottt went on the air aml called
Young a “house nigger” and the
national Megro civil rights leader
ship “a bunch of Uncle Toms.™
Spiro then began to screen calls
before putting callers on the air.

Some of them made thinly veiled
threats. Une said, “You better geq
that 5.0.B. off the air or else . . "
“We'd been threatened many times
before,” Spiro says. “We didn't
give them much thoughe.”

Ar about 11:30 that night some-
one called Spiro at home to tell him
that his station was in Hames, and
though that did surprise him, he
did not act very surprised,

"Dd you call the fre depari-
mentd” Spire asked right off, The
answer was ves, and Spiro drove
down o the station. After making
sure that no one was hurt and es-
timating quickly the possible dam-
age o the station, he went a quar-
ter of a mile ur the swamp to the
Ivy Manor, a bar and restaurane
where he frequently lunches with
his business manager, Werden,
From there, while the fire was still
i:lgl'mz. e called radio station

VIRL in Hackensack, New Jersey,
angl obiained sets of consoles and
turmitables. Then be called Quincy,
Mlinois. and purchassd an $8000
transmitter. Later on, after the fire
wiis declared under control, Spiro
returmed o the station and made a
mioe careful inspection of the dam.
age. Evervthing except for the

""R‘:L—PI'-DIHINI e arily radie ilalion Mo aperale inQ nearfs, oul of a
irdlery o @ shock. Spiro o planming o new building for the future.
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Al Spire: A “nul™ with integrity who
feels radio showld Iet listeners speak.

shack and a tiny section of one
trailer was a scorched roun, More
than 525000 worth of records,
tapes, typewniers, and technical
equipment had been destroved, A
report was made o the Federal
Communications Commission,
which gave Spiro 90 days (o get
back on the air. Enowledgeable op-
timists predicied broadeast in iwo
i three weeks, Spiro resumed in
four and a hall days. *““We are back
todday,” he wid Mot Lime lis
teners, “and if they burn us down
again, we will come back immedi-
ately, as we did this time. No one
can keep this station off the air.”
He and Wernlen amd aboor 20
others had worked nearly nigh
and day since the fire broke out.

"The people were just great,”
says Werden, “Literally thousands
showed up and offered o help.
Mechanics, electricians, l:l.'q_'r!.'hnd]y.
People brought us sandwiches and
[grin] boose, They tried to give us
records from their personal collec-
trons, but we didn’t want that. Al
eveniually got a large number of
records from WNEW.,
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“Evervone cheered us on, One
lady came over and said that she'd
hoped we'd get back on quickly be-
cause she was listening to CBS and
was sulfering from  withdrawal
symptoms. And a little lawer a
‘Friends of Al Spiro’ commitiee was
formed and raised Ave thousand
dollars for the station,”

Through it all, Spiro stayed calm
=intense bui calm, He could mot
afford 1o get excited, because six
months before the fire he'd suffered
a heart aviack that had pue him in
the hospival for three months and
had kept him away from the sia-
tion for six weeks lomger than that

“Uhne of the causes of the heart

attack was Spiro’s eighty-hour work
week,” savs Wenden. “ 1t was really
tough keeping him away from the
station even when he was in the
hospital, Maturally the first thing
he asked for was a radio. I got one,
but before 1 hroughe it vo him, 1
pook it toa TV repairman and bad
him remove three vital AM eom-
womenis s that Al could ger only
M and not get Involved with the
station too soon, | had 1o make sure
the guy was really thorough be-
cause Al is the kind of person who
could reach under the hospital bed
and pull out something 1o hix the
i with™

While WREL was irying to get
back on the air, the law was be-
ginning its search for the arsoniss,
They have not yet been found.
Spiro believes that the job was
done by a lowbhrow element naot
terribly fond of Megroes, It is be-
lieved that the police now agree
with him, but they originally con-
sidercd a wider range of suspects,

“There are m lot af |:-|:n|r|{'
arcund here who are interested in

geiting him off the air,” Assstan:
Suite Attorney Ceneral Johno .
Reilly said shortly afier the inves
tigation began, “He's been airing
all the |Ir:r|.r|1|r|11h and letting the
:]:’i_i.l:. fall where they may.™
‘here are plenty of problems

as there are in all comparably Fus-
ETOwing :.uh1:|r|:|:-—=:||'|l:i Spiro has
been dumping the chips mainly on
heads of local Democrats, Spiro,
a registered Democrat, has been
ru.l:r|ui|1g it 1o his own kind, He has
mibiated begal wCLin agains one
afficial for, among other things, al-
legedly tampenng with a roning
map and allegedly putting a friend
in rh:-lrgq' ol thie local treasury with-
out having him lirst Jrinss the e
quired civil service test. Sparo s
f‘("‘-lﬁll'l"-i-hll' for the now defunct
“Chrizens League for Moral and
Civic Improvement by Bribing
Public Offecials for Bevrer foning.”

Kocklamnd County Democrals are
not happy with Spiro. "“They're
dedicaned to getting me off the air,’
he says.

*“That station shoull have
burned down long ago,  one parey
official is reported to have said.
Spire has often quoted the state-
ment an the air, i'hq' party official
has not been heard from, A former
county committee chairman, on
the other hand, has been heard
from; he is suing WRKL for a
quarter of a million dollars, The
station alleged that he was VETY
bag in sewers, ||'|.1|1_.||-|_' 1o hig. |

Im an election year politicians 1f-
nore their own advice. All—even
the official Spiro is suing over the
poning and regsury matiers—buy
time on WRKL. And one of the
services the stauon performs is 10
write campaign copy free of charge

to any candidate, regardless of his
party, whio has |'_r|:r|:|p. it teEme,

“Mot too long ago,” Werden was
saying in the station recently, “a
guy comes in here and puts one of
his spots on my desk and asks me
what I think of it. Now normally
il someone wriles a spol, we use 1t
just as is, but this guy asked me to
read it, so 1 did. I ook one look
and threw it out the doeor.

* ‘Dion’t you know that your op-
lmu:-n: saicl so and so aboat youd

asked him.

= Well, yes,! he said.

" "Well, aren’t you going (o an-
swer him#

* Well, 1 was thinking about it.

"The campaign is almost over
anid he's thinking abour il You
know, I was up ull three in the
morning writing the spoi for him,
amd all the time I'm thinking. ths
clodd could mun my government.”

Why do it then?

“Ins part of the service and vou
geL 1o see how politicians” minds
work. And someiimes they can help
savimeane vou know who needs help.
That rieht, ALY Werden  saiil,
turming to Spiro, Spiro was talking
o thie ph-e:-m' with a possible con-
pracior for the new building he
plans for the station,

Spiro looked alsently at Werden
JIHlJI‘II.lI:'II checked the time. * Dammn,
it's lage and I still have o see a
client.” He was wearing a green
sports shirt, with what appeared 1o
he tar stains on the sleeves, ancd
perma-press chino slacks.

“Should I go hke this#" he asked,
hall alowd. *Aah, why not'*

And with that Albere Spire put
on his faded loden coat with the
hood only half-ripped on and went
off 1o sl adveriising time. =W
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